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begun in the early 1970s. It became a

gserious endeavar in 1976 when we settled
in Victoria, Amongst the shops, the auctions and
the container trade this period was a field-day for
collectors.

THE TEAWARES STUDY COLLECTION was

Our main interest was the Newhall factory with
its graceful shapes and folk-like decoration.
However, the Newhall pieces soon required a
comparative context, hence examples from
other factories were added.

With not much spare income and in the interest
of a more comprehensive collection, we decided
we could live with some imperfect pieces. This
decision proved to be advantageous because
many collectors of the old school snub damaged
pieces, and the fashion of the day for Victoriana
fortunately kept the new collectors away from our
field. Imperfect or not, the specimens taught us
about ceramic bodies, glazes and decoration,
Thus, the value of the assemblage lies in the
merit of its function as a study or "hands on’
collection.

The collection was largely gathered locally, with
much enjoyment and enthusiasm, over the
period of a decade. Especially during the early
stages of collecting, one of the intriguing prob-
lerms was matching published photographs and
descriptions with actual specimens. When our
collecting emphasis changed we were loathe to
break up the collection. Instead, inspired by
John's appreciation of personal collections
donated to the U.BLC. Museum, we agreed to
keep the collection in Victoria by donating it to
the Maltwood Art Museum and Gallery.

It is our hope that students with an interest in
ceramics, given the opportunity to handle
authentic examples, will be inspired to contribute
to the literature of art and social history. Further,
we trust that the gift will encourage others to
consider similar contributions and thereby enrich
the University Collection.

Gary While
John Vefllette
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