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The bittersweet life of John Wright &y Norman . Ronnenberg

Whan gaslight San Francisco was booming, and highly
omamented Victorian buildings were thrusting upward
from every downbown inlersection, John Wright was one of
California’s most eaminent architects.

From 1867 through 1885, he designad more than 100
Bay Area buildings," including such pre-Earthquake land-
marks as: the Mark Hopkins mansion on Nob Hill.2 The
Pacific Union Club,? First Presbyierian Church,® The Napa
Insane Asylum,® Central Pacific Railway Headquarters®
and the Lick Observatory at Mt. Hamilton.”

By unanimous vole, his peers elected him first prasi-
dent of tha Amarican Institute of Architects in San Fran-
cisco.® Young architocts Hke Bernard Maybeck and
George Applegarth worked for or apprenticed with
Wright's firm, Wright & Sanders,® and made usa of his
personal library, which was generally considered to be the
largest and most comprehensive collection of architectural
texts and treatises on the West Coast.'® Wright counted
among his personal friends railroad baron Mark Hopkins,
philanthropist James Lick, and painters Thomas Hill and
William Kaith. "' His firrn was ranked “amongst the leading
architects of San Francisco,” 12 and the Califormia Architect
and Building News praised him as “one of the master-
minds in the handling of architectural studies.™3

Yot when he died in 1915, John Wright was almost a
forgotten man.

The same eminence which brought him rich and im-
portant commissions also ensured that the vast majority of
his buildings were erected in the heart ol San Francisco's
commarcial and financial districts, and thus directly in the
path of the fires which followed the 1908 earthquake, Mora
than 70 of his churches, office buildings, stores and grand
residences lay eas! ol Van Ness Avenue. All were
destroyed.

Once Wright's main body of work had disappearad,
ihere was no real reason o remember him. His few remain-
ing bulldings, such as the turretted, red-brick Stanford
Hospital' and the sprawling Insane Asylum at Napa were
held to be Victorian monstrosities, Wright, if he was recal-
led at all, was compared unfavorably to more forward
looking architects like Maybeck,'® His exuberant Gothic
Revival and Richardson Romanesque structures wera
aesthetic embarrassments, out of style and decidadly out-
od-synch with the cleaner, academic architectural trends of
the earty twentieth century.*® One turn-oi-the century critic
scathingly characlerized Wright's favorite Romanesque
Revival style as a “Titanic inebriation in sandstone,™?

By 1986, when research for this article began. the
eradication of Wright's memory from the Bay Area’s archi-
ieclural consciousness was aimost complete. The local
Ala Chapter had no significant information about its first
president. The region’s excellent research libraries identi-
fied fewer than six past and present structures as Wright-

designed. They were unable to provide any significant
information about his life and works. Only the fortultous
discovery of Wright's office ladger book.'® an uncatal-
ogued cache of letters in the Bancrolt Library, and an
unpublished student manuscript'® provided the clues
which showed that Wright had produced dozens of resi-
dences, churches, offices and institutional buildings which
had pleased his cllents and svoked often raplurous praise
from the (perhaps unsophisticated) journalists of the day.

Tha elegant, mansard-roofed Oakland High School
was described as “the mast beautiful public school edifice
in California.™® First Congregational Church was praised
as:

one of the most tasteful architeciural ornaments of

the city. Light and graceful in design, it seems as if

it would leap from the earth lo the heavens, where

its lofty spire s0 proudly points.2!
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First Mathodist Church, Victoria; John Wright, archt.
1859; photo courfesy BOARS
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“Fernside,” Rairoad magnate A A. Cohen's T0-room
mansion in Alameda, with its four marble-columned
entranceas and ornata interior spaces, was repeatedly said
lo be the maost beautiful and magnificent structure in the
Easl Bay.®® San Francisco's “Moming Call™ reporied that
the Cooper Medical School was the "most perfectly ap-
pointed and arranged building of its kind in the United
States.™3

Wright was probably not an architect of the same rank
as Julia Morgan, Willis Polk or Maybeck. Yet the six®
remaining Wright buildings in the Bay Area are exceed-
ingly well-crafted. and often guite charming: St. James
Episcopal Church in Oakland®® is a rustic Carpentor
Gaothic structure, exquisitely appointed and detalled, with
nicely proportioned groining and redwood vaulting; the
threa romanesque stone buildings at the San Francisco
Theological Seminary™ rize lilke medisval casties from the
San Anselmo hills; the vaulied redwood ceiling of St
Stephens Episcopal Church (now Old Holy Virgin Cathe-
dral}?7 in San Francisco’s Fillmore District is evocative of a
sailing ship's woodan hull, with exposzed ribs and trusses
swelling to thia roof line; and the domed Lick Observalory
at Mt Hamilton was designed not only to meet the highest
tachnical standards of the era, but also with the creature
comforts of the Lick trustees and gentleman-astronomers
in mind. The Observatorys Main Hall was ambealkshad
with marble floors, richly carved walnut doors and waing-
coting and multi-colored decorative frescoes.

Although Wright had no formal architectural training,
he apparantly alowed his patrons 1o believe he had stud-
iad the "Quesn of the Arls" in Europe, presumably in
England 2® Thay were frea to draw their own conclusions
about Wright's background from his published architec-
tural discoursaes which knowladgeably contrasted Euro-
pean and American dasign styles.#® His dafl treatment of
ltalianate villas, English Gothic churches, Franch-roofed
mansions and “classical” school buildings gave credence
i thé popular beliel that he learned his craft al a pres-
tigious foreign institution. Such was not the case, however.

Wright was entirely sell tawght, an aulto-didact. His
inspiration came from architectural trealises, pattern
books, the inspacton of other mens” buildings and, mosl
profoundly, from his hands-on experience as a Canadian
carpanter and angingar,

Drawing upon the construction skills he had acquired
al job sites in Onfarfo and British Columbia, Wright
invohwad himseal in every aspect ol the building and design
process. He not only determined the aesthetic conlours of
his projects, but was also the no-nonsense engineer who
carefully braced iron 10 redwood 1o lessen the destructive
effect of anticipated earth tremors. With unexpected sensi-
tivity for the natural environment, he sited his bulidings so
they would not despoil or overwhelm the natural contours
of the landscape ™ Furthermore, Wright typically de-
signed the furnishings and ineriors of the bulldings for

which he was responsible 3

Perhaps because Wright's designs were grounded in
his own Scottish practicality, and in his apparent balief that
the client was presumptively entitled to the design of his
choice, he was extremely popular with Morthern Cakfor-
nia's marchants and capitalists, many of whom repeatedly
hired hirm to draw the plans for their office buildings, stores
and warehouses. They found in him a kindred spirit. He
was a Presbyterian elder, clubman and pillar of the com-
meércial community— & man who shared their consarvative
values. Wright undersiood that businessmen desired not
only cost-effective buildings, but also structures with “gray-
itas,” or visible evidence of their ownors' worth and solidity.
He did his best to give his chents whal they wanted.

Seen through today's eyes, Wright's High Victorian de-
signs were often unnecessarily ornamental. However, his
designs indisupatably reflected the commercial agpira-
tions and often florid exuberance of the Viclorian era. Ha
was arguably a mirror of his times, and is, on that basis
alona, entitied o a more than cursory review of his place in
West Coast architectural history.

*Fairfield™ for Hon. Joseph Trutch, Victoria; Wright &
Sanders, archis., 1861, phalo courtesy BCARS

BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS
John Wright was born at Killearn, Scotiand, a small village
not far from Loch Lomond on May 15, 1830.32 His parents
died when he was quite young, and he was raised by his
grandparents and unmarned aunts.3?

When he was 15 or 16, Wright immigrated o Canada to
live with cousins near Guelph, Ontano.* Wright learmead
carpentry in Guelph, and trained as an engineer.?® He also
seams (o have received some sort of “on-the-job-training”
as an architecl because by 1856 he was working closely
with tha eminent Anglo-Canadian architect, William
Thomas. Thomas designed numercus Gothic Revival
churches and highly omamented public buigdings in Can-
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ada.*® Wright apparently acted as his assistant or on-site
inspecior when the Guelph Town Hall, now a Canadian
historical landmark, was built.>"

Two years later, Wright had established a connection
with Canada's Royal Engineers. According to contempor-
ary sources, he was “sent” by the Government to British
Columbia in 1858 “to design bghthouses along the
coast."®® With his young wile®® and newborn daughter in
low, he emigrated to Canada’s farthest outpost, where he
initially settled his family in one of the first European homes
built putside of the New Westminster palisade.+

Fisguard Light, which still stands watch over the rocky
entrance o Esquimalt harbor was, so far as is known,
Wright's maiden architectural project. an older
architect was identified as the project’s chiel planner, if
seems clear thal Wright designed a subsiantial pari of the
structure. The newspapers of the day described the fight-
house as “picturesque” and "sturdy."+

Vicloria and New Westminster were then raw villages
on Canada’s wastern frontier. Victoria, in particular, was "a
remarkable place, wooden shanties hene, thane and every-
where .. . many of them not much more than lean-to's, built
at odd angles and on odd corners.”#4 Wright undersiood
that shanties must inevitably gva way to modarn and more
substantial budldings, and that Victoria was a place of
unlimited cpportunity for an aggressive and canny bulider.
Within months of his arrival, and dospite his lack of formal
architectural Iraining, ha was designing subsianiial homes
for British Columbia's burghers and government officialg 45
They wera apparenily impressad by his arrogance, 8'2°
height and commanding presance. Thay may akso have
been impressed by the notoriety achieved by Wright in tha
late 1850's, when he was declarad a hero by the Vicloria
press. He was sailing aboard the sloop Pacific when it
siruck & rock, 70 miles from Victora. According to a local
newspaper, a great rush of water threatenad the lives of the
30 passengers. Wright “with great courage and presence
ol mind thrust his leg inlo the hole in the ship's side and
kept it there, surrounded by blankets. fo stop up the hole.”
By doing this. he “single handedly”™ saved the vessel and
voyage, 8

Curing the next few years, Wright became the found-
ing father of British Columbia’s archilectural establish-
ment.*7 He acquired a reputation as a skilled church
architect, designing refigious structures for the Presby-
tarians,  Methodists, Episcopalians, and even what
appears o be Western North America's oldest extant
Jowish synagogue.®® He executed plans for dozens of
local structures ranging from gids schools to firehouses,
hospitals to grand residences.4°

Each of his designs was marked by a technical exper-
lise previously unknown 1o Western Canada. Ona com-
mentator has called him the man who “changed the
architectural thinking of Vicloria."s® Professor Martin Seg-
ger of the University of Victoria descres him as "British
Columbia’s first professional architect with a “reputation

1866, photo courtasy BCARS

for innowation which he was 1o carry throughoutl his
career™= Exemplary of Wright's technical skills and flair
for nowelty were Fisgard Lighthouse, which had the
rengion's first spéral sialrcase, and for which Wright received
a patent;®= and the clean-lined, provincial Gothic Pandora
Methodist Church, which possessed the earliest hot air
lurnace in the Western Territories. >
In 1861, Wright was joined by George Sanders, an
Englishman, with whom he formed an architeciural part-
nership.®* The firm became known as Wright & Sanders,
though Sanders’ role in the design of the firm's Canadian
projects seems to have been quite modest. Standard taxts
on British Columbia architecture virtually ignore Sanders,
and attribute the firm's frademark “High Victorian™ designs
1o Wright, alone.5® Professor Segger, for example, empha-
sizes that it was Wright, and not Sanders, who!
“established himsefl as the instituticnal image
maker for the young expanding colony, Within the
briaf seven years of his Victoria practice, the small
West Coast town had begun 1o establish an urban
form which was to a large extent the Victorian
eclectic idiom as interpreled by John Wright."se
Similarty, from newspapers, clients’ documenis and
oral histories, it appears thal Wright, rather than George
Sanders, was the designer of most, if not all, of the Califor-
nia buiidings which were credited to Wright & Sanders.>™ A
contemporary San- Francisco architectural journal re-
poried thal many of the City's most prominent instituticnal
buikdings, churches and dwellings were a credit 1o Wiight's
architectural ability. The same article described Sanders
as "associated with Mr. Wright in business matiers."s®
Sometime in 1866, Wright visited San Francisco for the
first ime. 52 It was a heady time in the City's history; Mark
Twain was writing for the “Alta California™; public elemen-
tary schools ware being established; the transcontinental
railroad was slowly creeping towards its 1869 complation;
and a massive influx of new residents was making land
spaculation a growth industry, According to family legend,
Wright learned there would be a compatition to design the
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new State Blind and Deaf school in Berkeley. On a “dare.”
he submitted plan drawings and, much to his own surprise,
won the competiion.®2 Tha milion doflar Blind School
project was large, complex and time-consuming. i was
also an assthatic success. The instilution's Board of Gover-
nors praised Wright for designing “a building of fine lines,
beautitul appearance [and] enduring character . . 5" David
Gebhard, a modemn architectural historian, describes the
“Ruskin-ian Gothic® school as “functionally and in the
realm of imagery ... thoroughly up to date.” When com-
pared 1o other buildings of the era, “thera was nothing
retrogress or provincial about its design."52 Complation of
the Blind School commission—on time and within the
budget—obviously gave Wright local credibility as an ar-
chitect, and helped o establish his reputation as a skillful
designer of instituthional buildings.

After being awarded a second commission in 1867 —
the multi-lowered 1200 seat Calvary Presbyterian
Church® on Union Sguare—Wright recognized that his
professional future [ay in California rather than Canada,
and brought his growing family down from Victoria. They
settted for a time on Rincon Hill, which was than San
Francisco's most exciusive neighborhood, but later moved
out to Jackson streel, where the last five of Wright's ten
children were born,

In 1868 Wright won what was arguably Northern Cali-
fornia’s most important architectural competition.® The
Regents of the University of California announced thay
were seeking designs for the new University of California
campus in Berkeley, and invited dozens of wall-known
architects to compete for the project. The Regents' com-
mitiee selacted Wright & Sanders’ classically-inspired de-
sign, which nestled the academic buildings in the slope of
the Berkelay Hills; awarded the firm first prize, and asked
them 10 prepare additional working drawings.®® When,
however, John Wright learned that his fee would not be a
fiat parcentage of the cost of the completed project, but
only §1,500, his arrogance apparently got the better of him.
He demanded more monay to complate the job. When the
additional funding was not farthcoming, he renounced the
commission. The campus design project ullimately went to
the second piace finisher, David Farquharsen 57

Dwring the next three decades, Wright was extraordi-
nanly productive. His firm designed shops, office blocks
and warehouses for most of San Francisco's post-Gold
Rush merchant princes. The iron-fronted White House
department store, hailed as baeing of the “light, airy, and
omamental” schoal of architeciure,®® and noteworthy for
being one of the few whitewashed commercial buildings in
the Cily, was erected for Raphael Weill® Levi Strauss
comissioned at least one retail structure, ™ while the Hel-
lers asked Wright 1o design a "Moorish”™ office building on
Sansome Street, with dramatic arches, minaret-like win-
dows and a fantastic varisly of lstam-inspired designs
marching up and across the buildings facade.”™ The
Crockers, McCreerys, Friedianders and Huntinglon Hop-

kins also sought Wright's services for their own, less
flamboyant, commercial establishments, 72

Wright's vast, "Modern Renaissance™ Lachman Block
al Fremont and Markel streals was occupied by ponaar
jeweler George Shreve,™ and Mr. Heald's first business
coflege held pride of place in the “slegant and capacious™
College Building at 24 Post S5t.74 which in 1871 was
described as and "one of the finest structures built in the
last year ™% it was the monumental Central Pacific Rah-
road Headquarters, though, which was Wrights best-
known commercial commision. L-shaped with pressed
brick facades and multiple entrances, it occupied mast of a
city block, and was generally thought to ba one of. if not the
largest, office structures in California. ™

Civic Seal, City of Victoria; Wright & Sanders, archis.,
1865; photo courtesy BCARS

As in British Columbia, Wright & Sanders was partic-
ularly renowned for the ecclesiastical structures it bullt for
an ecumenical roster of refigious denominations. For the
Presbyterians, the firm designed the San Francisco Theo-
logical Seminary, with its lovely Montgomery Chapel, as
wall as Oakland's Independent Presbyterian Church”™ and
San Francisco’s Calvary, First and Central™ Presbyterian
Churches. The latter struchure, in whal s now the Ten-
derioin District, had an unusual octagonal auditorium, with
narrow, steeply pointed octagonal towers flanking the
entry staircase. The Baptists commissioned the Chinese
Baptist Chapal™ on Waverly Place and the Methodists,
Oid First Methodist Church on Powell Street.® For the
Congregationalists he designed Union Square’s elegant
"English Gothic”™ First Congregational Church, as well as
Plymouth Congregational, the denomination’s mission
church in the burgeoning Western Addition district.#* The
Cathalics did not even pay for Wright's services. The
architect was so impressed by the hard work and noble
goals of the Daughters of Charity {vocational training for
femate orphans), that he designed the St. Francis Techni-
cal School for them without lee 2 Wright's most interesting
redigious struclure, thouwgh, was probably the Sacond
Church of the Now Jerusalem®? (Swedenborgian) in the
Western Addition. The streamiined, stucco-covered
church and rectory had a tall and whimsical bell 1ower, with
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a steeply peaked rool. The round, redwood church audi-
torum was dominated by a trio of redwood arches at the
altar.

Allhough Wright was responsible for several amall and
lovely bulldings (such as the circular, jewsal-like Montgom-
ary Chapel in San Anselma), he was ordinarily not the
architec! to whom intimatle, small scale projecis wens
entrusted. Rather, from 1867 through 1895, he was the
architect of choice for many of the Bay Area’s largest and
most prestigious institulional buildings—many of which
were designed on a truly gargantuan scake.

Cary Castle, Victoria, Wright & Sanders, archis., 1865;
photo courfesy BCARS

Toland Medical College®* and Lane Hospital®® were
imprassive anowgh, bul the MNapa Insane Asylum was
extraordinary. It was not only the largest institutional build-
ing project in California, but also apparently the largest
asylum in the United States ® 850 feet wide, with miles of
coffidors and multitudes of decorative towers which con-
cealed strategically placed fire cisterns, it could accomo-
date more than one thousand patients.” Thae Asylum,
described by its authors as “Domestic Gothic™ in style,
ultimalely cost in excess of $1.5 million.®® Similarly,
Wright's design for the second Blind and Deal School in
Berkeley (the tirst was destroyed by fire in 1875), included
not only a stately Romanesque Education Building, but
also an entire village of dormitories, chalet-style faculty
regidences, vocational fraining faciliies and stables.

Wright & Sanders designed many grand residences in
San Francisco, Marin, Alameda and San Mateo counties.
“Farnside” in Alameda, befitling the status and pocket
book of one ol the Ceniral Pacific Railroad barons, was the
largpest and among the handsomest private residences in
California.*® Banker D.J Tallant's mansard-rooled home
on Bush street in San Francisco was in 1869 called “one of
the most elegant and costly private residences in San

Francisco."% Judge Garber's rustic retreat in the Barkeley
hills, “Beferose,"with s sprawling veranda and corner
turred, was an East Bay landmark until it was razed in the
1850's. But the firm's best known, and most notorous
project was undoubtedly the Mark Hopkins residence on
Mab Hill, which has been called “the last and worst of the
railroad palaces. ™"

Crowned by turrets and coverad with vast amounts of
ormamentation, the Hopkins residence seems 1o have
repediad the few architectural critics who have stooped o
sariously comment upon iL.%2 Perhaps Wright should not
be blamed for the building’s excesses, though. According
o his grandchildren, the original plan was relatively
resirained, and was designed to complement, rather than
challenge the neighboring Crocker and Stanford mans-
ions.® The aspiring Mrs. Hopkins, however, reputedly
wanted to “put Mrs. Stanford in her place,” and kept adding
new and more varied architectural detaiis 1o the home,
intending to make it grander and more eye-calching than
its cheek-Dy-jow! neighbors. Wright, himsell, complained
about the overwhelming number and variety ol the
changes which weare foisted upon him by Mrs. Hophins,
when he later approached her husband for payment of
additional architectural faas.#5

Despite iis critics displeasure with the bullding, and
notwithstanding s profusion of gables, turrats, shingle
patterns and ornamental carvings, many San Franciscans
ware delighted by Mrs. Hopkins' house. One contemparary
found it to be a pleasing variation of Ludwig II's romantic,
mock mediaval casties in Bavaria.™ An elegant and cul-
lured San Francisco sociplite, while acknowledging the
building's “absurdities,” conlessed her love for its “stately
magnificence.” With its terraced gardens and “the castle
windows alight, the effect from the city below was
enchanting.™"

Wright also drew up the plans for a disproportionate
number of the Bay Area's clubhouses and lodge halls. The
bay-windowed Pacific Union Club, which lorded over the
northwest corner of San Franciscos Union Square, was
acclaimed by its partisans as “the finest clubhouse west of
Mew York" and was erected at a cost of almost
$500,000.7¢ The Soclety of California Pioneers “Vensetian
Gothie”™ clubhouse rose up from Market and Fourth Streets
with & squared and vaguely Moorish lower, trimmsed in
gmamental terracoila tile and three storys of arched
Gothic windows. % By confrast, Oakland'’s Masonic Tem-
ple, 190 with its pressed brick facade and sevond vertical
lings, and the Prohibitionisls’ dassically-inspired Dasha-
way Hall'® were remarkably restrained commissions.
Wright reached his apogee as a clubhouse dasigner,
however, with the large and resplendent Oddiellows Hall at
Seventh and Market streels. Al ground level, it coverad
22 875 sq. . s toundation footings were eight feet wide
and, in 1884, it was one of the first San Francisco siruciures
to utilize steel framing.'®® Most impressive, though, was
the forty fool square Encampment Room on the third floor.
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Ornately decorated, the room soared thirty feet to the top
of its tented ceiling.

Despite his enthusiasm for “big” projects, Wright came
late 1o the “skyscraper” In 1875, when queried about his
acknowledged expertise in the earthquake-proofing of Bay
Area buildings, he unequivocally pronounced that build-
ings could not safely go higher than four stories in San
Francisco. %2 Yet, near the end of his career, Wright pro-
duced two of San Franciscos most imposing tall buildings.
Even il derivative, they were impressive examples of engi-
neering and design. kn 1888, Wright and Sanders executed
the six-story First National Bank at Sansome and Bush

— e
Drawing for Stabie at Deal & Blind Asylum, Barksley,
Cal: Wright & Sanders, archis., 1688; courtesy California
Stafe Archives, Sacramenio

Streets in San Francisco,. '™ One commentator maintains
that the Bank, which predated Burnham and Root's Chron-
icle Building by one year may have been San Francisco's
first real “skyscraper™® Tha buiding presented a
melange of design elements: rough stone Richardsonian
construction, capped by an elaborate roofline and dormer
windows. However, its corner entrance had an endearing
exuberance, with an elaborately carved American Eagle
cresting the lintel, which was flanked by prowling marble
grizzly bears. The Pacific Mutual Lie Insurance Building,
built tn 1893, rose 1o seven stories, or if you counted its
bulbous dome, eighl.'™ It was also done in @ Richard-
sonfan-style, with rounded stone exterior walls. It was
simpler, more restrained, and perhaps for that reason, less
engaging than the First National Bank.

Wright once announced to San Francisco’s architec-
tural community that he aspired o be a "master builder”—
an architect who combined pure aesthetic sensibilities with
a carpenter’s “thorough knowledge of materials and their
proper adaptation to truthful construction.” %7 In his inau-
gural address as president to the American Institute of
Architects in San Francisco, Wright argued that “the office
of designer and builder have been divorced, with conse-
quences exceedingly detrimental to each.™%8 A designer
of buildings, who was unable to truly understand the mate-
rials and construction skills used in modern buildings, was
in danger of producting “superficial” structuras, no matier
how “artistic™ he might ba. 0%

At least with respact to engineering sophistication and
structural stability, Wright's designs wera anything but
superficial He is acknowledged to be one of the first, if not
the first local architect, to design his buildings with earth-
quakes in mind.* ¢ The Bank of British North America, the
School for the Deaf & Blind in Berkaley, the White House
department store and First Congregational Church were
advertised in the popular press as earthquake-proof, '
And it appears that most of his structures actually survived
the 1906 earthquake. They were destroyed by the subse-
quent fire, or were purposely razed lo act as a fire block to
save the rast of the city from the conflagration.®!2

Since his buildings were obviously designed to stay
up, i was presumed that Wright could recognize the
strengths and weaknesses of other peoples’ designs. He
frequently acted as an arbitrator or umpire in disputes
between architects and clients. During one two-year
period, he was hired to evaluate the structural safety of
kilns and furnaces throughout the Siate, negotiate party
wall and subsidence disputes, and determing whethar,
during the next earthquake, the State Capital rolunda in
Sacramenio was likely to collapse over the heads of Cali-
fornia's legislators.' 12 The City of San Francisco retained
him to act as the consulting architect for the new and
exceadingly expensive City Hall, designed by Augustus
Lanwee." 14 In thal capacity, he produced voluminous essays
on the controversial structure’s heating, ventiation and
sanitation systems, 1

John Wright's wife died in 1890. With her death, he
began to lose interest in his work. Finally, in 1885, he
stopped actively practing his trade.*'® For the next 20
years, he enjoyed the money he had made in his archilec-
tral business and real estate speculations. He sant his

daughters to European boarding schools, personally

Weigtht
Sanders, archis., 1867; courtesy Bancroft Library, U.C.,
Barkeley

financed the European studies of promising young archi-
tects,'*7 and frequently travelled throughout the United
States, Canada and Europe. In 1915, while en route to
Ontarso, Wright stopped off in Victoria, where he intended
to visit friends. Aboard ship, he became fatally ill. Fittingly
anough, he died in Jubilea Hospital, a building which, in
part, he had designed."®
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Although Wright left no diaries or letters which evi-
denced his pride in, or feglings about, the bulldings he had
planned, the 1906 earthquake must have been a terrible
emotional biow. In forty-eight hours, the greatest part of his
architectural ifework was destroyed. Most of the buildings
which had established his reputation were now gone,
Whare once dozens of his buildings had dominated the
heart of San Francisco's business district, now other archi-
tecty’ structures had taken their place, There was ltle left
standing o remind anyona that John Wright was once an
architect of note and consequence in San Francisco,

A tamily photograph shows the elegantly barbered
Wright bicyeling on the Windsor Castle grounds in 1912,
The formerly penniless immigrant looked satisfied with
himsol. He anjoyed wealth, a sacure position in the San
Hmsmmrwmmwwmm
large family. Nonetheless, one wonders if his pleasure in all
of this was ternpered by the nearly total destruction of the
buildings which had made his reputation and fortune.

©Morman .l Ronnaberg B/20/80

Mark Hopkins House, San Francisco; Wiight & Sanders,
archis., 16878, photo courtesy Jan Francisco Public
Library,
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corng of Van Ness Asnua and Sacmanio Sieed i San Francisco,
5. “Withey,  Bingayphical of  Ameican  Architech
[Deceases) Los Angelss, 1970 at p. 674,

& Tha Aia Callomia® Sepbembor 16, $872 a1 p 1. The Cantral
Pacilic’s naacquariors. Duliding (and lafer e Souihorn Facifics) was
locaipd at Fourth and Townsend siraots in San Francisco.

7. Mary Lea Shand Archives of Be Lick Obdsreniony, LUnsesily of
Caltornia ab Samia Cruz. Miscellansous corespondence and dries,
including letier dated January 15, 1900 fom Lick Trust aMming that
“Wrght ard Sanders were the archiects empiayed by the Lick Trostes,
in the building of the Lick Dbsaratory and the dweling .

B CABM, vl I, No. 6 (Jund TEEZ) 81 5. TE. He was one of only 78
“maimbees” of the ALA, @ the Unted Stales CABN, wol I nd 11,
hcrvesmbar 1882) &l p 178

B Cadeesl KH Bamard Maybeck Actisan, drchitoct, Artist Per-
egiine Smith Books, Sall Laks City (1377) at p. 26; Family papers of
Florgnce Hofton, Wrights granddaughier; Applegarth tamdly papers,
Bancroll Likwary,

#0.  CABM, Vol V, no. 1 (Janwary 1884) p. 10,

1. Honon, Flosenes “Oral History™ (ransanpt); il appoans that the
pesonal connaciion with Lick kd 1o Wright's appoimiment as B
Mqrmmumﬂmmmmmwm
Listdper and tha Cailforris Arcifect & Building Mews show (sl Wright
aupcuRd NUMBROUS COMMIEEnS tov thi Lick Elate, & thi Or T
Lick Baing, the Lick Obsarvalony and adoitions 1o Lick Howse. In adcition,
ha designad the Sociaty of Calilormia Plonoers Handgeariens in 1884, on
land bequeathed b0 the Society by Lick.

2. “The Colonst" Yiclorip, B.C., December 18678, guoled in “The
Colgnist” Decembar 18, 1955 ai page 10. In 1882, the precursaor of ine
San Francisco Chamber of Commenoe published an iBustrabed volume
which was inlondad (0 onSicn new busine-eses i coms is San Francisco.
mhﬁwﬂdﬁnmhmmm
and nstivional  buildings.  Approvimaiely one-third of these were
designed by Wright & Sanders. Metropolitan Publishing Company, The
Gity of 380 Franciscd and Siahe of Califaraia (186F).

13 GABM, vol W no. 1 (Janussry 1884) p, 10,

14, Calforrda Archilec! and Buillding Revew:, vol 1|, no. 10 (Dclober
1881} p 108, Formarly ealled fhe Conpsr Madical Sehool, the Stantand
Hicesgwlad #5900 &1 he comes ol Sacramento and VWebsler Swsabs in San
Frarcesco wilil § was eazed i 1972

15, Cardweoll sipra. &8l p 280 Sea &tso Longstrath, Richard On e
Edigo of i World, Archipctural Hisiory Foundadion, bew Yok (15083 s
pp. £8-80 where Wright's archileciural padtnesshin was dismissed as a
ferm "ol Bite cialinction,”

15, Seo, lor example Kirkee, H. Caifornie’s Archdachans Froatisy, 1960,
Huniingion Libnary Press al po 109, whare an eminent archiigciural
hisiorian criticizes Wright & Sanders’ “Richardsonian” Firgt Natonal Bork
a5 “prosaic.” shising little feplng lor the matonials used, and @ lach of
undarstanding of the pupose of tha bulding

17, Culiueal orthe, Willis Poll, clled in Kider, supes, at p 0001

18. Bedore carbons and copy Mchines, businesses ofteén kgl hand-
wriben reconds of all incoming and oulgoing cormespondence in large,
Iz iivar-Donnd IBaper Doaks. miedd of John YW peersonad
pappre, archilestural plans and businoss reconds woro dosireyed by the
1906 Earinquaics and Fira, one olfice Bdper Bk Suhanend, &nd S row in
thie Cutady of Wright's prsncacn, Norman S Winght. This partial oiice
recond reders o and dascribes many buildings which wane designed by
Winight and Sandors.

19,  Praservation archilec! Ron Reiss A LA proepared & paper on
Wiight & Sandors while o student & San Framcisco Stabe Uinbarsily.
Enlitlod “Wnght & Sanders %Fmrﬁmhmmmallﬁmm
the Nanotesnth it idpniified apprcoomabely 25 local Weight &
Sancers dasigns. Inkght of the few primary resources svnilable fo R,
the paper admarnbéy sets forth e hisicey of e firm in San Francisco.
A is cunmsnily proparing & monograph on Wight which will catalogus
all of the architect's known designs. and evalusis each strucium wilken its
architeciamal and historicnl conbex].

o “Calfomia Teacher Maghzing” Ociober T8,

21,  Lengley, Smn Francisce City 1872, & page 23, Even
Ermeal Paixolta, & crite of mest Viclorian San Francisco archilecture,
grudigingly couried ihe Fist egitionsl Church among the best ol
m older chirchias of San Francecn Peixodio, E. Anchilecture in San
Francisco,” The Owverland Monihly, May 1893, vol 21 &l p 454, The
Charch was stuahad on tho soulhanst comer of Posl and Mascon Sueeis
unbl 1505, when [t was destroyed by te Gimat Fire.

22, Gee, lor scenplie, “Tho San Francsco Cheonica ™ March 24, 1097,
Wnen Dot e T0-oom Femside was the langest private residence in
mmmhﬂhmmwﬁﬁﬂhhwd
iz Mob Hill marsion after virwing Coban's patatial home, Richeg, E.. The
UMirado Victorians, Hewed North Books, Barkoloy (1970) at pago T4,
23 “Ban Francisos Moming Call” Mowmbar 5, 1B82 Coopar Madical
School was inter nenamed e Stanford Hospital

24, Portions of two, and porhaps four, othee bulldings &n San Francisco
g afiributable o Wright & Sanders. A pair of mioale-class Yiciorian
rosidences al 1191 Soush Van Mess Asenue and 1784 Page 51 warp
unguestionably desigrud by Wright, bul huve boen substantially alened
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-s
i
%
!
23
:

i

Francisco (1985) ol page 81, B5 was most of the
intarior woodwork. The presen| church is haid o bo “almost &
ﬂHiﬁmWWMHB&IﬂWIﬂl
25,  FAawlinson, | Patend to Encuve, Parsh MHietory of 51 Jamas
Episcopal Chureh. (1083) p 23 Construcied n 1887, SL Jomes a8l
stnnds ai Twedtth and Foothill in Onkdand. Ahough (ts axtorior ks haavily

2. Sod, for pxample, Hopking, Caspar, “Cofifornia Rlecolisctions of
Caspar T. Hopking,” Calfornia Hstoncal Socigty Cuarterly, 1948 el p 172
., oug CABM, wol IV, no 10, (Ociober 1883) al page 168,

30. mmmMHHHNUL‘ Fllgmmﬂa.ﬁua
and Grounds Commities, 1868-70, Universty of

Bancroft Libeay, mmuﬂwumm#mmh
k0 T ad-Built locabions of

nia Schoal for the Blind and Californds Schoal for e Deal, Garkabey
nm-mﬁn:w.mmamumﬁm 10978,
ol page T4,

3. Hopkins, Caspar T, suprs, [Bank of Brisich Marth America); Mary
Laa Shans Anchives a e Universty of Calfornia, supea, [Wain Hall Lick
Obsenvatory]; CABMN wol Wi no. 5, May 1686 sl pp. 72-74 [New Zoaland
insurance Co.); Heston, Flosence., Family papocs, [Bellerose, the Ganbear
Hﬂﬂ].mw‘ﬂnﬁb‘bmmmhymmhnmm
Garber home in Cloromont Deatrict is aow in B permanent
collection of Fw Dakdard Mussum

32 CABN, vol % no. 1, (January TRE4), page 15

33 Hoeton, Fledencn, Family labiers.

34 kad

35  Ibkd; Guelph bocal assesamand moll, 1858 (Wost waed): umdeniified
nwRgapt clipping, Guedph Pubhe Libraty achives

3, Historic Gusiph: The Royal Gity, ol XXM, August 1884, pp. T1-78,
37, Burmows, Acion, Anneds of the Town of Guelph, page 53

MW Obituary. “The Colonist” Victora, Brilish Columbia, August 24,
1518; Horlon Florsncs, Oral History (ranscript af page 8.)

38, Wight married Agnes Sootl Armisinrong in Giuslph in 1858, Tho new
Mer. Wright was The dasighber and ssstor of two of Oninno's mosd success-
hil Businessmen.

40,  Horon, Flodenca, Family msitors.

1.  Segger. Martin “Brilish Colwnbigs first professional archites):
John Wright (1830-1815)~ Society tor the Study of Archilecture in Canada
Bubletin volume 10, no, 1, March 1585 a1 page 12,

42 b, See also “The Daily Colonst "™ Yicleda, B.C., Decembor 18,
1955, p. 10, clng ConlEmporary NaWwWSDAPEr faporls.

43, b,

44, “The Dady Colonigt,” Viciceia, B.C., Decamber 18, 1955, p 100
45 Soggorn, Martin, Vicions, A Primer for Ragional History in Architec-
e, Piilgrim Gusde in Histonc Archibeciune (18790 &1 page 40,

48, ' “Wiclora Gazetie” Octobar 29, 1858,

47, - Gopges “British Columbia’s frst professional archibect” sugva. af
pages 12 and 14.

mnmﬂmmmmmwmmm
Wiright's 1863 structuna.

40, Adleast 10 of Wight's Canadian designs arg 58l siandng in British
Columbsa. For a summary ol his surviving Canadian peosects, see bath
Segoer ariiclos, supra, passim.

ﬁ:. “The ity Colonisl,” Victorin. B.C. December 18, 1955, ai page
E1, Segoor Marin, “British Columbla's First Professonal Architoct
... % supra gt page 12 Prolssscor Soggor an ominant aechilectural
hissarian, has exlenshaty ressarched and writien ahaut Wiights canser in
Viclora balore he cama o Californin in 1867, His wilngs on Wright's
Canadian catear hive boan of greal assisiance in understanding the
architoct and hig works.

52, A
L E
54.  Transcript of of Gaorge Sanders from & San Francisco

EEtamay
Erwrsui, page 218 of the Wiight & Sandem Office Acooiding |0 the
Bancofi Librarys collection of Wﬁhﬂfw Sandes was
mmmwmﬂmmmmﬁmwnmlm His

55 Segger Victorn. A Primer for Regional Hislory in Architecturs,
e, DA,

H.i Segger. “British Columbia's Frst Prolessional Archilect ™ sugrs, at
B2

&7. Honpn, Florence. Oral History (iranserip! & page 8 "Sandos
{%Mm&mmlmmuﬂmmmmmh
mumwhwm-m

asenciabed with Weight. Furihermons, unliks Wright, there i no evidence
thiad Sanders had any trasning in sither archifeciurs of anginsening priod 10
Fis associaBon with Wright. ks Linda Keams, reforence Bonarian for the
mmmMmm nformation about Weight's

qm-uﬁymmmmwmnm
pronouncd Yiews contarning aechaeciural aesthatics, Sanders may wedl
havve baan Wiight and Sandars’ rend sether — the pieson who delanmirid
thai Itskanate siyles wera passd, of thal Moorish archos were now the
VO,

S8 CABN vol N na. 1, (January 1884) ot page 10, Wright was clearly
tha mara “visibla” of tha hwo partnesrs. Whensnar cornarsionss woro Lakd,
and the “Princigal Architect” idontifiod, Wrighil wis the man on the scone.
Spe, for expmpls, Bhe commamonative broadshasts: for the dedication of
the Sccaely of California Pioneers Bullcng (1884) and Montgomery and
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Soott Habs af the San Francisco Thoological Semenary. (1892} Furthes

more, ilibowegh Wright & Sanders’ reputation wis on tha wane during the

earfy 208h confury, \Winight af loast was remambanad in vanoies

cistuaios. Soe “The San Francisco Examines,” Auguasi 30, 1815 al p. B0

and “Tha Colonist” Vicioria, B.C, Decomber 1870, guoled in “Tha

Colons,"” December 18, 1955 al page 10, Sandees’ death, on the other

P, Sdaama B0 s passed without public notica.

83, Horton, Ficrence. Oral Hsfory (irenscaipt ol page 1).

60, g

£1.  Gobhad, Dovid. The ArchilpciurnlHigiorical Aspechs of ihe Cal-

fernia Schoal for the Biind and Calforala School for the Deal. Bevkedey

ﬂm;mwmmﬂhmdm“im.
BT,

& Gebhard The ArchipciuraiiHigiorcal Aspects eic. Supve, al

MH-H

mmu‘ﬁm “makanale” of “panaking of o
mﬁuﬂnﬂlﬂlﬂ‘ Cily Direclody 1886 at pago 17). tha
HMPMMHFMHMMHH
Francigco wag afectnd ol & coed of S50, 0000k
G4, Wright & Sanders Lo 10 hinsd wisn o numbar of
architeciural competions. Mol only did the fm take firsy prize for the
CaMornia BEred School and the first UG, campus design, il alio won tha
thnmwmmhm
and the Society ol Caliicrres Plonessrs
65, Ses gererally Comespondence files of the U.C. Regents Buldings
and Grounds Commidies, TE88-T, University of Calliorréa Archives,
Bamerolt Libenry. Soa particutarhy lolter of Fogord John T Doylo, datnd

oo siones, was buill on the comer of Keamy and Post streets.
CABM, vol. XilIl, no. 5 (May 1862) &t o 55,
GH.BH.'UH\"H no 11 (NovembDer 1BET) 8 p 163, The Hallst
m:mm.mh-wmm
1870, pp. 18-15; CABA wol I, ma. B

wol O, m‘:‘mmapﬂ

73 CABN vol XiB, no. 1 [Jansury 1887) &f p 13 and “The San
Francipco Mewslotier” Auguet 2, 1880,

4. Ledgor, pago 46

75, Langiey, San Francisco Gy Direciony, 1871, pp. 23-24.

T8 “Tha Alla Califomia,” 16 Sopiomber 1872, &l page 1; Langley, San
Francisco City Direcfory, 1873-74 af page 17

T7. UG Repenis Archeves, supra, Wrighi lener March 1869, Bulll in
1BT0, this Indopandent Prostrytanan Chiseh wid sited 51 12th and Jofler
S50 sireais in Clakland.

8. “Tha Alta Callornin,” 8 Seplomber 1872, page T; Ceniral Presky-
terimn Church stood af Tdor [ro Goldon Gale & |, batwean Jones and
Tydor in San Francico,

T8, CABM vol XN, po. 12 (Docamber TBET) af o 167,

B0, Ledgar, page 384 Tha cidost Mathodist Congregation in Califiomia
el Oid Firsd hpthodest Chunch on Powell, between Washingion ong
Jackson stroats in 1870

Bi,  CABN vol 1ll, no. B {Juna 1882] a1 p. §i; Fiymouth Congregational
Chusreh was localod in San Francissd on Past Biresl, botweon Websios
ard Buschansn.

B2 Gt Francis Technical School was eneciad in 1885 al the soutineesi
corngr of Gaary and Gowugh in San Francisco. Afer tha Earthquaics, tha
school e used was one of several adminisirative centers by the City ol
San Francizoo It also sarved as the lemporany masting place of tha
Hative Sons of the Golden 'West. See Diavghtens of Charity Srchieps; and
CABN wol VI, no. 8 [ Seplismbar 1885) al p 181,

]

B3, Mot 1o be confussd with the shingled Firsl Chuch of the Mew
<EruSahem on Lyon Seol, Wright's church was boilt i 1451 and iocabed
& O Faivell, poas Wabitar Stieal i San Francisas. Soe CABN vol XII, no
GSatp 58,0 6 &l o 72 and no. 10; and Swedenborgian Chusch archives.
B4 CABN vol Vi no. 1 (January 1884) at p 10; Wishey, supra; Buill in
1884, Tnlnrd Modical Collage siood af Siockion and Chaginul sireais in
Son Francisco.

85. CABN vol XIV no. B [August 1893) al . 24: Lane Hospital, later o
past of the Sianiord Hospial complex, was bolt in 1893 at Clay and
Wisbador Siroets in San Frencnso,

88,  Ledges pp. 131, 175

B7. “Hapa Weakly Pgste:” January 17, 1874 s p. 3,
August 1873, pp 153154,

B FRichey, Elinoe The LUtimee Wiolorans Howel-Morth Books,
Euuqrnmupu

Langley, San Francisco City Diectory. 1860, af page 20.

Kirkat, supira, page B4.

Soe, lor expmpls, Fikes supva. ol page 53,

Cosmmanis of Fiaronce Horton and Morman £. Wright.

Bl gupvs, &1 pags 04,

Lodgar af pnga Z1Z.

Baird, LA, Time's Wondenous Changed. p. 25,

‘Hr;-ﬂu. AR The Fantestic City, Houghbon Miflin, Bosion, 1002,
paga

SEPEERES

2. Redss, supea, 81 page 18,

W3 Lisdger, & pags 75

. GABN vol 5 no. 12 [Dec. 15, 1688) a1 p 150

W5 Reses, comments, np

108, Pacific Muiual Lile Insurence Co. comormse archemes; CABM vol
Zll, nous 3, 4, and 12 1881; Thea Paciic Mutuad Lits Insurance Buikkng
sipod at Monlgomary and Sacramento sbeats i San Feanciaca il

1506

107.  CABMN wol 11, no 6, June 1682

108, ibvd,

108, b

180 Kirker, siipra, at p. B4

111,  Soe, bor Emﬁwmmm 18, at

13, Ladger pp. 72-T3, 241-243
114, “The San Francisco Examing:,” August 30, 1915 at page 700
115 Ledger, page 143 el seq. ...

18,  Despite s retirement from sctve praciics, Wright spparently
acted 56 & mantor or consultant ioe younger Bay Area archilects Ha
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regularty cordnrmad with anchitec Wikks Poik aboul Poks desges fon the
Caldornia School for the Bind and Deal in Borkoley In
B, churing 1 firsl A yoars of IS cenfury, he worked with Santders’
Prispriny, Gorpe Applogarth. Gabhard, suoca, p. T4, Ses lso “Tho San
Francisco Examing” August 30, 185, a1 page T,
7. Dwsing kis year ms ALA. pressdend, Wright enithusi-
acsahlly promated thae estabRshment of schodarshid hand 10 Send woriivy
young aschitects 1o Ewrope lor Beaux Arts iraining. GASN vol. Bll, no. &
{.Jure 1887} Ho porsonally wbgickred the Eurnpean training of Gaarge
Applagarth and gl promising young aichiecis. Papers of Florence
Horton: Applagarih Lamdlly paness. mlﬂhﬂ.hmﬂhm
menrl of bree classes for srcheteciural students 0 Do taughl by Ala
mambars, s well Bs A senes of design compatitions [Rrgebed solafy af
young draftsmen and architects. GABMN, wol, Ui, no. &, (Jumns TEEE)

118. Seggor, Viciona, Primer for RAegooal Hisfory in Archiaciure,
SLETE, it page 351

San Francisco Theological Seminary, Et. Anzelma;
Wright & Sanders, archis, 18024, photo courtesy SFTS

EXHIBIT LIST by Martin Segger

CALIFORNIA BUILDINGS:

SAN FRANGISCO THEOLOGICAL SEMIMARY,

BOLIMAS AVE  SAN FRANCISCO, 1Bg2-87

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.,

WL PENN MOTT, LANDSCP ARCHT,

[EXTANT]

=Monigomary Hall, 1852

~Scott Hall, 1887

-Mangomery Chapel, 1804

® Lins cemwing. Tront clenation, ﬂmmmmquuﬁﬁm

# Lins démwing. alcove in Mondgomery Hall (courtesy of SFTS)

& Lins dtowing. entrance o Scofl Hal (courtasy of SFTS)

® Ling drawiny. the Seminary Libvary, Scobl Hall {couriesy of 5FTS)

# Phedo (courlesy of SFTS)

# Photo (courlesy of SFTS]

# Lithograph, posscand

LACHBMAN BLOCK,

MARKET & FREEMONT STREETS, SAN FRAMCISCO, 1887

WRIGHT & SAMDERS, ARCHTS.

|NOT EXTANT)

& Lihograph, nd

CALIFORNIA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND.

BERKELEY, CALIFORMIA, 1867

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]

» Phobo, 1875 acheme (cowiesy ol Califomin Siake Archesss,
Eacramenio)

# Photo, 1875 schoma [couriosy of Caldodreh Stale Archieis,
Soacramania)

& Blusprint, 1875 schomo “Educalion Buliding” (courtesy of Calformia
Sinse Acheves, Sacramenio)

& [Line drawings, coloued, ink on linon. Diated 07 Maech, 1877, various
ohnaacns and sacons. (courtesy of Calformia Siale Archives,

Sacramenio)
» Ling drswing. ink on linen. Dased 16 Manch, 1877 (oouriasy ol
Callornta State Archives, Sacramenic)

& Lins drawing. ik on linen. Stable bulding. Dated May 07, 1884
[coumesy of Cafifornia Staie Archives, Sacramssnio)

& Facsmbs, Office Lecge: Wiight & Sanders, March 06, 1877

FRIEDLANDERS BUILDING. FOR ISAAC FRIEDLAMDER,

CALIFORNIA & SANSOME 5T, SAN FRANCIESCO, 1080

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTE.

[NOT EXTANT]

& Pholo, Caldornia Hisiorcal Sociaty FR-R548

CALVARY PFRESEYTERLAN CHURCH,

POMWELL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, 18669

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT] i

& Phaolo. Powell & Geary Streais [courtosy of San Francisoo Public
Litwary]

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNLA CAMPUS DESIGHN COMPETITHON,

BERMELEY, CALIFORMNIA, 1565

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTE.

[MOT EXTANT]

& Phoio, presaniaiion brdseye porspecive (couriesy of Bancralt
Library, U Califoersa, Barkaley)

» Facsinile, office ledges, Wright & Sanders

COOPER MEDICAL COLLEGE,

WEBSTER & SACRAMENTD STREETS, SAN FRANCISGCO, 1881

WRIGHT & SANDERE, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]

& Pholo, of Websler & Bacramenls Stredls (eouresy of Bamsroh
Library, L. Calilgrma, Berosay ], nd

# Facaimile, oifice ledges, Wright & Sanderms

FIRST METHODIEST CHURCH,

POWELL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, 1870

WHIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTE.

[MOT EXTANT]

& Phobo, view noritrest on Powell Sireet (countesy of Banceod Libnary
UL Calitornia, Baroskxy)

THE WHITE HOUSE,

KEARNY & POST STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO, 1870

WHIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]

& LEhograph, for publication

* Facskmile, olfice ledge, Wright & Sandeds

DAKLAND HIGH SCHOOL,

OAKLAMND, 1871

WHRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS

[MOT EXTANT]

* Photo (coariesy of Caklard Public Liboary)

& Facsimile, olfice lodge:, Wright & Sanders

CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

TYLER STREET, SA&N FRANCISCO, 1872

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]

& Pholo jccuripsy of San Francisco Pubhc Liorary)

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHLRCH,

POST & MASON STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO, 18T

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS,

[HOT EXTANT]

& Lihograph, exlefior comer view

& Lhograph, inferior

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILACAD GENERAL OFFICES,

FOURTH & TOWNSEND STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO, 1873

WHIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[MOT EXTANT]

# Photo {courtesy of Morman Ronnenbeng]
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STATE INSANE ASYLUM,
MHAPA, CALIFORMIA, 1874-T7
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[MOT EXTANT]

# Phola, Ithograph, front pesspective {courtesy of Morman Weight)

# Pholo, lithogriaoh, bidssys personctive (courtasy of Morman Wright)

& Lithograph, posicard views

# Pholo, aenal (courlesy of Cadformia State Archives, Sacramenic)

& Facsimilp, oifice koges, Wrigh! & Sanden

MCCREERY ™S BUILDING,

PINE 5T., SAN FRANCISCO, 1878

WHRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT]

& Phoio, ishograph

RAESIDENCE, FOR MARK HOFKINS,

HODE HILL, CALIFORMIA & POWELL STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO,

15TE

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]

& Photo lecurtesy of San Francisco Public Libvary)

& Lithograph, Drawing Foom

& Lithograph, Smon

® Litograph, Grang Hall

& [Busiraian, lom Artishic Momes of Catfama, 1888, reproduced in
Wiciorian Classics of Sar Francisco, BF 1087

DIBELEE MANSION (PROJECTL FOR T.8, DIBBLEE.

SANTA BARBARA, 5. CALIFORMIA, HD.

WRIGHT & SANDERS. ARCHTS,

[NOT EXTANT]
& Period photo, Mayordps {courtesy of Monman Wght)
THE GARBER MANSION, "BELLERDSE" FOR JUDGE JOHN

GARBER,
CLAREMONT AVENUE, BERKELEY, 1880
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT]

# Lithograph (Elliot], Cakland], n.d

® Prolo, garden side

® Pholo, inbanior, shuty

NP COLE RESIDENCE,

FRAMELIN & SACAAMENTD ST, SAN FRANCISCO, 1887

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT]

* Pholo, Arfistic Momes of Calornia, 1888, reproducnd n Victorian
Cingsics of Sen Francisco, SF, 1067

GRAND ARMY AMD REPUDBLIC ARCH,

SAN FRANCISCO, 1088

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]

& Photd [Cowrlesy of San Francisco Pulds Library)

PACIFIC LIMION CLUB.

POST & STOCKTON ST, SAN FRANCISCO, 1885

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS,

[MNOT EXTANT)

# Lithograph, nd

» Photo [oxeriosy of Califorria Histerical Saciety Library)

D0 FELLOWS HALL,

MARKET & SEVENTH 5T, SAN FRANCISCO, 1684

WHIGHT & SAMDERS, ARCHTS.

& Lithogragh, nad

& Phiso joourtesy of San Franciece Pulblio Librairy)

® Facsimile, ofsce bsdger. Wrighl & Sanders

PIOMEER BUILDING, FOR THE SOCIETY OF CALIFORMNIA
PIONEERS,

MARKET AND FOURTH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, 1884,
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[MOT EXTANT]

& Phold [courtesy of San Francscn Public Library)

& Photo (courtesy of San Francisco Public Lbrary)

RESIDENCE, FOR E.W. PLAYTER,

14TH & CASTRO STREETS, OAKLAND, 1882
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT]

& Lithograph, rud

RESIDENCE “BURMSIDE MANGR™ FOR THOMAS MENZIES,
MARIN COUNTY, SAN RAFAEL, 1882
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT)

& Phoio (courtasy of Marin County Hesiorical Sodiaty)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

SACRAMENTO & VAN HESS STREETS, SAN FRAMGISCO, ta82
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[WOT EXTANT]

# Pholo, Fl, Mansen (courtesy of Calornia State Historical Sociaty)
LICK OBSERAVATORY; MAIN HALL, GREAT DOME.

MT. HAMILTON, SANTA CLARA, 1851
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS,

[EXTANT)
& Phodo, isho posicand
* Phoso, Bho posicand
& Focsimde Plans & drawings: Wright & Sanders, nd
Dl maction, Dbsarvalory Bulding [cowresy of UL Califormia,
Santa Cruz)
-Elrvabion and plans
&T. STEPHEN'S EPMISCOPAL CHURCH,
FULTOM STREET, SAM FRANCISCO, 1881
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS,

[EXTANT]

» Photo, extanior (couriasy of Banceolt Libeary, UL Caliiprria, Borkoloy)

& Photo, inlonor nave courbesy of Bancrol! Library, U, Calfornia.
Baariaiey

3T, JAMES ERISCOPAL CHURCH,

CAKLAND, SAN FRANCISCO, 1887

WHRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[EXTANT]

# Pholo, Inhogeaph of axterion with pre-1887 church adiacen

# Pholn, eontemponany with balliowes addition (courbesy of Morman

Ronnabaeg]
= Pholo, conlemponry intarior courtesy of Marman Ronnabarg
FERAST MATIOMAL BANK,
SANSOME & BUSH STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO, 1888
WHIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.
[MOT EXTANT]
& Proto, shvason, nd. (oourissy of Morman Wreght)
= Photo, entrance datad, n.d. (counasy of Morman Wnght)
LICK BATHS, FOR JAMES LICK,
TENTH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO. 1884
WRIGHT & SAHMDERS, ARCHTS.
[NOT EXTANT]
& Litho, facade alevation
PARAOTT'S BUILDING (PROJECT)
MARKET 5T, SAN FRANCISCD, 1289
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT]

& Phioio, Compatison drawing (couriesy of Mosman Wrigha)
MEW JERUSALEM CHURCH,

O'FARELL STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, 1681
WRIGHT & SAMDERS, ARCHTS.

[MOT EXTANT)

® Lithograph, CABN Ocl, 168

PACIFIC MUTUAL LIFE INSURAMCE BUILDING,
MONTGOMERY & SACRAMENTO STREETS, SAN FRANCISCO,
1503

WHRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT)

& Proio, nd {coustesy of Nomman Wright)
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BRITISH COLUMBIA BUILDINGS:

AAGE ROCKES LIGHTHOUSE [NOT EXTANT]
FISGUARD LIGHTHOUSE,
ESQUIMALT HAREBCUR, 1859

[EXTANT]

JOHN WRIGHT, ARCHT., HERMAN OTTD TIEDMANM, ENG.

= Phoio, Fisguand Lighthouse, WA 0E400-08- 504

» Phdin, Fas Focks VA BRA02-06-5T5

# Plans, Fisgard Lighthouse, ink on linen, signed John Wight and
Jossph Pamberton n.d (oourtesy of Canadian Parks Sandca)

* Piana, Landng-Piace, Fisgard Light House, Esqguimall Harbour,
Vancowses lsland, 1864 (eourtesy of Caradian Parks Sarvice)

FIRST METHOOIST CHURCH,
FANDORA AT BROAD STREET, VICTORLA, 1858
JOHN WRIGHT, ARCHT,

[NOT EXTANT]

# Engroved lustration, perhaps based on o achitlecs prasentation
skotch. BCARS #HP S1ED

# Phato, 5000 alter constructon, BCARS #HP 15266

# Phaoto, after complobioe of crossing, BCARS #HP 8183

# Prolo, nawe inlenor through crossng, BOARS #HP 53638

# Facernil, Viciora Gazotio, July 23, 1858

SCLOVERDALE™ HOUSE FOR SIMON FRASER,

TOLMIE, SAANICH, 1860

JOHM WRIGHT, ARCHT.

[HOT EXTANT]

* Phobo, VCA

» Quote: Coloniat Nov, 24, 1829

“WOODDLANDS" HOWSE FOR JAMES BISSETT,

GOVERNMENT STREET, VICTORLA, 1560

JOHN WRIGHT, ARCHT,

[EXTANT]
= Phgla, VA BBL0T-21-451
® Pnoo, VA, S84-7 458
# Fpcsimile pago from AL Downing, Architeches of Country Housas,
1850
“FAIAFIELD"” HOWSE FOA HON. JOSEPH TRUTCH,
TRUTCH STREET, VICTORLA, 1881
WHRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.
[EXTANT]
#* Photo, soulfees! vieve BCARS #HP 517386
* Pians, irk on piped, signed Debed 31 May, 1861, BCARS
& Frond akrvaBon
& Soieih E north eleuaisong
® T sachon skinvalions
L] lemm
 Facsimda, Colorysf, May 13, 1860
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH,
MARAINGD, 1861
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTE.
[HOT EXTANT]
* Fhoto, BCARS
® Photo, BCARS
# Facemila, Colomst, July &, 1860
"ARMADALE™ HOUSE FOR SEMATOR W MACDORALD,
JAMES BaY, VICTORIA, 1850
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[MOT EXTANT] ;
& Photo, house 0s & appeared in 1868, BLARS #HP A-BEST
* Facsimile, Victona Press, Aprl 23, 1861

[HOT EXTANT]

# Photo, NE. View. BCARS #8-458

& Photo, MW, View cver Vicloris from Church Hil (Driaed Hobel uoper
right}

* Facaimila, Colonist, Dec. B, 1862

DICKS0N CAMPEELL & CO. BUILDING,

STORE STREET, VICTORILA, 1862

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.
[PARTIALLY EXTANT]

& Pholn, Wicioria harbour, ca 70, VOA @ 290
» Facsmile, Colorsd, Docomber 8, 1862

CIVIC SEAL, CITY OF VICTORIA, 1882

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS., E. WATSON, ENGRAVER.

[Survivas in use 5 part of City of Victors Cont of Arme.)

® |mage of the Corporate Seal

» Facgirrds, City of Victoria Council Minwtos Aug. 25, 1862; Sopt 8,
1862; Sopt. 19, 1862; Daly Prass. 10th Sept. 1062

® Image, prosent armourial baaringe. City of Victoria

HYACH ENGINE HOLUFSE,

COLUMBIA STREET, NEW WESTMINSTER, 1852

'WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTAMNT]

# Pholo, BCARS #HP 5328

& Photo, BCARS aHP 1518

® Facsimile, Botinh Columshinn, July 26, 1862

SEARBY & ROBINSON BROS. BUILDINGS,

GOVERNMENT STREET, VICTORIA, 1852

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]
* Phoso: View Noeth from Fort Seeet. CVA #41
* Facaimile: Colonst, Doc. 8, 1862

AT JOHM'S ANGLICAN CHURCH,

YALE, B.C., 1082

5T. NBICHOLAS HOTEL.,

GOVERNMENT STREET, VICTORIA, 1852

WHRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT)

* Phobo, Goemiment Streed ca 1870, BCARS ®A-3006

# Facsimile, Colonisd Doc. 8, 1862

POINT ELLECE, HOUSE FOR C.W. WALLACE (LATER OWNED AND

ENLARGED BY PETER O'AEILLY,

PLEASANT STREET, VICTORIA, 1883

WHRMGHT & SANDERSE, ARCHTS.

» Prioln. *Poird Ellice”, garden fronl, 1670 (courtesy of BLC. Heritage
Preyerties Brarch)

& Prolo, “Poind ENta™, rom e harbous sides, BCARS #HP 50115

& Prgic, “Poind Elcg”, deawing room, BCARS #HF BT422

IH’JIH.'FHIEEH‘[WHI:,I&IB.{: Harmago Propastes Branch)

» Pholo, Governenent 51, BCARS #8705

RICHARD CARR HOUSE,

JAMES BAY. VICTORLA, 1663

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[EXTANT]

& Phglo, Carr House from the sculivwest, ca. 1850, BCARS #HP

& Phgio, Car House inom tha noriivesd, ca. 1891, BCARS #HP 24836

® Facsimily: Extracts from housa construchon accoumts of Rchard
Carr (ranscnbed), BCARS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

BLAMSHARD & PANDORA STREETS, VICTOREA, 1863

WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]
& Prala BCARS #HP 34582 nd

& Prolo YCA Chuches @8 nd

HOUSE FOR J.5. DRUMMOMND,

AAE STREET'COURTENAY STREET, VICTORLA, 1861
WRIGHT & SANDERS, ARCHTS.

[HOT EXTANT]

® Proio; View rom Charch HEL CVA #78

CONGREGATION EMANU-EL,

BLANSHARD AT PAMDOAA, VICTORLA, 1863
WRIGHT & SANDERE. ARCHTS.

[EXTANT, RESTORED, DESIGHATED)

& Photo, Hislone, tacade {courbeny of Congregation Embr-sl)

# Phain, Histore, inienor jcouriesy of ion Emanu-al)

# Pholo, Contemporary, inbamar [couriesy of Congrogaion Emanu-al)
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“GARY CASTLE™ RESIDENCE FOR THE COLOMIAL GOYERMOR,
ROCKLAND, VICTORIA, 1085,
WREGHT & SANDERS ARCHTS.

[NOT EXTANT]
= Prgio: H Cary “Caste”™, view fom e sass. ca 1860. BCARS »1860
& Ergraving: Thi Geaknors Hedadonsd
» Photo. Giowserment Houss, nofthwes! view, BCARS #5202
& Proio, Gowenment House, southaas! vaw, BCARS #8150
* Phoio, Goverrment House, Gueand House, BCARS #7760
» Pholo, Goveenmant Houss, 8838 vew. BCARS #F-2000
® Plans: ink on linen, nad. BCARS
® Foet aapalinn
» Easl, Soul & West Elevasons

Govpmment House BOCARS @ pdp 2581
® Facgmile: “Mew Gubornaiorial Mangion®, Coloms! Jung 7, 1865

ARGELA
BURDETT AVENUE, VICTORLA, 1866,
WHIGHT & SANDERS ARCHTS.

[EXTANT] . -

# Phota repro. Drawing, “The Ladkes Collage, Victoria, W1", nd
BCARS #HP BODME

® Fhota BCARS

EXTANT]

& Phavin repro, Lsho, Rioyal Hospsal rom H. Murphy Rogad Jubsdas
Hosgital iod. Artiat Lrancwn

# Facsimin, Colomist, Apnl 25, 1865, Tha Famake infirmary

# Facsimila, Colorist, Juno 20, 1861, List of subscribors

“BNCE COTTAGE" HOUSE FOR HEMRY PF. CREASE,
“PENTRELEW™ HOUSE FOR HPP CREASE,

CREDNTS
JOHN WRIGHT
GRANDFATHER OF
WEST COAST ARCHITECTURE
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