MAIN GALLERY

CONTEMPLATIVE QUESTION:

When looking at the Cloudworks, recall how
they were moved in the film. In the gallery
they are static, how does this change your
understanding of them?

{h_.'] INTERACTIVE SUGGESTION:

Clouds, like ideas, cannot be purchased, but
they can inspire us. Look through the Of
Weather score book at the front desk and try to
match the musical cloud diagrams to the cloud
works on the large canvases.

Can you see clues about how the Cloudworks
have been interacted with? If you could touch
the Cloudworks how would you interact with
them, and how and where would you move
them?

UNDER MEZZANINE

(5)CONTEMPLATIVE QUESTION:

While watching the film consider the
environment the performers are moving
through, what contrast do you see?

What does this make you think of?

'{h_.'] INTERACTIVE SUGGESTION:

Listen to the score closely when the clouds are
in view and consider how the clouds have been
represented by sound.

Do they sound how you would imagine?
If not, what do clouds sound like to you?

Think of something else that is silent, imagine
how it would sound if it did make a sound?

INNER GALLERY

CONTEMPLATIVE QUESTION:

When you are watching the film, consider any
physical sensations you may experience.

Notice how these sensations might relate to the
experience of traveling through time.

How the swimmer might have felt in that water?

INTERACTIVE SUGGESTION:

What did the film remind you of?
How did it make you feel?
Create a small sketch of that feeling or memory.




SELF-GUIDED TOUR

OF WEATHER CLOUDWORKS
NOS.1-8

These works are inkjet canvas photographic
prints that are stretched on to custom light
weight stretchers. They are half the size of

the original Cloudworks that were used in the

Of Weather performance event in 2018 at the
Mississauga Southdown Industrial Site. They can
be hung, but they are ultimately designed to be
carried by two people and moved in a series of
choreographed movements.

SAT., MARCH 28 PERFORMANCE!

Join us for a 45-minute performance as part of
artist Paul Walde’s exhibition Weather Conditions.
Ask our Visitor Engagement staff for info!

ABOUT PAUL WALDE

MOVING IMAGE WORK NO.1:
OF WEATHER

This work depicts a performance art event where
the Cloudworks were carried throughout the
Mississauga Southdown Industrial Site over a
10-day period.

Constructed of large utilitarian materials,

the Cloudwork panels were carried by

people performing the role of art handlers to
demonstrate the impact of industrialization on
the natural landscape, including the weather.
The score was composed for the string
instrument family and it is comprised of eight
string instrument bow movements that trace
the shapes of each of the Cloudworks—the
musicians draw the cloud shapes onto the strings
of their instruments when they appear in the
film.

Paul Walde is an interdisciplinary artist and a visual arts professor at UVic.
Growing up in rural southern Ontario, he gains inspiration from nature and how

humans interact with it. This partly explains why his work is often site-specific.
The pieces in the Weather Conditions exhibit showcase work focussed on addressing

environmental issues and human interactions with natural environments.

CONCEPTUAL ART

The idea or concept behind the artwork is more
important than the finished work. This means
that the final work might be a little confusing to

understand at first or not what we expect to see in

a gallery.

By emphasizing the idea, conceptual artists feel
they are liberating art and enabling art-making to
be accessible for everyone. Most conceptual artists
believe that everyone has ideas worthy of art.

In the words of conceptual performance artist

!!'

Joseph Beuys, “Everyone is an Artist

PERFORMANCE ART

Performance art is not unlike theatre. It uses
movement, music and presentation, which are
performed by the artist and participants. These
performed actions are the art piece.

Often performance art is site-specific. This means
the performance takes place in a specially chosen
location that is related to the art subject. It is

challenging to display performance art in a gallery

setting. Because of this, artists will often create
edited video versions or photographic collections
of their performances.

TOM THOMSON
CENTENNIAL SWIM

The projection documents an art performance
event that took place at Canoe Lake in
Algonquin Park in 2017. This performance was
site and time-specific, taking place on the day
marking 100 years since the mysterious death
of renowned Canadian artist Tom Thomson
(1877-1917) in Canoe Lake.

Artist Paul Walde swims in the film, and the film
run 52. minutes, the exact length that it took

for Walde to swim across the lake. During the
swim, Walde was briefly thrown off course due
to rough weather, he found himself in the area
where Tom Thomson’s body was found.

The film explores the stress and tension of the
endurance swim. At times there are intentional
moments of disorientation that symbolise the
experience of traveling through time, recalling
the past and connecting with the future.

Walde composed the musical score for the
performance and film. The idea was to create
music that could easily be from 1917. Played by
the band in the canoes, the tempo or speed of
the music was based on Walde’s swim stroke rate.

SOUND ART

Sound art can be made from or about sounds.
In this art form, sound becomes the artist’s
creative medium.

For instance, John Cage is a musical composer
who explored the boundary between music and
art.

He composed a piece that anyone can play called
“Living Room Music”, which can be performed
using any furniture found in a living room.



